
Applying to 
universities





3 stage process
1. Research stage

March Year 12 – Oct Year 13

2. Application stage
Sept Year 13 – Nov Year 13

3. Responding to offers
Dec Year 13 – May Year 13



Research stage

March – Oct



Research 
stage



What types of course exist?

• Honours degree

• Foundation degree

• Single honours / Joint honours

• Sandwich degrees 
       (with year abroad or year in industry

Research 
stage



Aiming high

Birmingham         Bristol        Cambridge        

Cardiff     Durham Edinburgh     Exeter       Glasgow         
Imperial       Kings College              Leeds   

Liverpool LSE Manchester           Newcastle       
      Nottingham        Oxford   Queen Mary  
Queen’s Belfast Sheffield      Southampton        
       UCL Warwick York

“Top third” university?

“Russell Group” university?

Research 
stage



Aiming high

Eg. Contextual offers made to students who meet specific  
criteria (eg neighbourhoods with low university uptake)

Eg. Newcastle runs the “Newcastle Partners Programme”, 
     making offers up to 3 grades lower for eligible students who 
     complete a summer programme with them after A Levels    
        

Some Russell Group universities try harder than 
others to attract strong state school students 

Research 
stage



Predicted Grades

Predicted grades for use in applications are 
made in July, using all available information.

Trial Exams for Year 12:  June 15 - 19
2 exam papers per subject

Research 
stage



Don’t be put off by the 
costs

Costs involved in going to university:

❑Tuition fees

❑Living costs

Research 
stage



Tuition Fees

• Mostly £9790 per year

• No money needed upfront

• Tuition fees loan available to all, paid directly 
to the university

• £25,000 repayment threshold

Research 
stage



An example:

A student finishes their degree in July 2030 and gets a 
job with a salary of £30,000.

Their salary is £5000 over the £25,000 repayment 
threshold, so they pay 9% of £5000 that year.

 

 = £37.50 per month

Research 
stage



Living Costs

• Maintenance loan

o Around 50% available to all: rest is means-tested

Research 
stage



Maintenance Loan entitlement by 
household income (2025/26)



Living Costs

• Maintenance loan

o Around 50% available to all: rest is means-tested

• Extra support: (money that isn’t paid back)

– University scholarships

– University bursaries

– Government allowances (eg Disabled students’ allowance)

Research 
stage



In a UCAS application you 
can apply to up to 5 courses   

Over 32,000 degree courses to choose from!

Research 
stage



Variations on studying “Biology”

Research 
stage



Try before you buy
Research 
stage

UCAS Subject Spotlights

Search | Subject Spotlights | UCAS

Short (approx 40 minute) online taster lectures 
in a massive range of degree subjects 

https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/spotlights?query=


www.unifrog.org 
Research 
stage

http://www.unifrog.org/


Using league tables to compare courses
Research 
stage

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk
/league-tables/rankings 
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Research 
stage https://www.opendays.com/calendar 

Peak 
season for 
uni open 

days is 
April-June.  

https://www.opendays.com/calendar


UCAS Exhibition: June 10
http://sphotos-b.xx.fbcdn.net/hphotos-snc6/p480x480/181051_501846263206327_25839968_n.jpg

Research 
stage

https://www.ucas.com/events/ucas-discovery-colchester-2025-455871 
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Ex-student advisors 
July 7th 

Research 
stage



How should I decide on the 
range of grade offers to aim for?

• In July, students will received predicted grades to use 
in the UCAS applications

• We advise students to look for courses asking for 
grades ranging from 1 grade above these predicted 
grades to 2 grades below them

Eg. Predicted grades   = BBC
      Courses to aim for = BBB to CCC

Research 
stage



Universities use two types of 
entry requirement

Grades-based 
offer

Points-based 
offer

Research 
stage



A-level AS level EPQ Cam Tech 
in Sport 

Cam Tech 
in Business or 

Health & 

Social Care 

UCAS points

Distinction * 84

Distinction 72
A* Distinction * 56
A Merit Distinction 48

B 40

C Merit 32

A* 28

D A Pass 24

A B 20

E B C Pass 16

C D 12

D 10

E 8

E 6

How many UCAS points are your 
qualifications worth?

Research 
stage



Example:  University of the West of England     

               asks for 120 points for entry 
        on to Geography degree

This could come just from three courses’ grades:

 Geography  (A)   = 48

 English  (B)   = 40

 Business C Tec (Merit) =  32

Research 
stage



Example:  A university ask for

                120 points for entry on to 
Geography degree

Or you could use points from AS / EPQ / Finance as well:
 Geography  (B)   = 40
 English  (C)   = 32
 Business C Tec (Merit) = 32
 EPQ   (C)  = 16

This could come just from three courses’ grades:

 Geography  (A)   = 48

 English  (B)   = 40

 Business C Tec (Merit) =  32

Research 
stage



As well as grades, some 
degree courses also 

require entrance tests

• Most courses at Oxford and Cambridge, plus…

• Some courses in:

– Medicine (UCAT and BMAT)

– Maths (STEP and MAT)

– Law (LNAT)

• Check whether the courses you are interested in require any 
entrance tests. Most of these tests will be sat in October.   It is 
students’ responsibility to check whether any of their courses 
require entrance tests.

Research 
stage



Using www.ucas.com/dashboard to 
research university options

Students will shortly be invited to register for a login with UCAS Hub on this site.  This gives 
them access to all of the research facilities provided by UCAS.

Research 
stage

http://www.ucas.com/dashboard


Further research

University of Hertfordshire has a 
platform with some excellent 
guides to how to choose courses, 
the application process and student 
finance.

https://www.herts.ac.uk/about-us/school-
and-college-liaison/getting-ready-for-
university  

Research 
stage
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Application stage

Sept – Nov



UCAS application deadlines

• For Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Dentistry, 
and Oxford and Cambridge courses 

October 15 (Sept 30 Freman deadline)

• For all other courses

End of November (Freman deadline)

Application 
stage



In June, 
students will 
be given this 

booklet, 
guiding them 
through the 
application 

process

Application 
stage



What goes into a 
UCAS application?

Application 
stage



Sections of a 
UCAS application



The new-style Personal Statement

3 questions

Total 
character 

count 4000

Why do you want to study this course 
or subject?

How have your qualifications & studies 
helped you prepare for this course?

What else have you done to prepare 
and why are these experiences useful?



Using Unifrog to help



https://www.ucas.com/uc
as/undergraduate/getting-

started/ucas-
undergraduate-parents-

and-guardians

Very useful advice for 
parents

Application 
stage
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Responding to offers

Dec – May



What happens once the 
application has 

been submitted through UCAS?

• Each university will respond in 
one of four ways:
– Make a conditional offer
– Invite to interview before making an offer
– Make an unconditional offer
– Decline to make an offer

• Students track the progress of application online

• When ALL universities have responded…
… accept one offer as your firm choice and 
one as an insurance choice.

Responding 
to offers



Student Finance 
applications

• Apply by May of the year you will start university

• Applications open in March (takes 30 minutes)

• Helpful to do it alongside a parent or carer, 
as you need details of household income

Responding 
to offers



Applying to university
1. Research stage

      March  – Oct 

2. Application stage
      Sept – Nov

3. Responding to offers
      Dec – May
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