
Post 18 options



Alternatives to 
university



Support within college

• Independent careers advisor

• Workshops about how to research the options

• Careers sessions to build / improve CV

• Interview preparation, incl mock interview

• July - Recent ex-students coming in to offer advice
Careers Fair

• Year 13:  email alerts about post-18 opportunities



https://www.hopin
to.co.uk/virtual-

employer-
encounters/virtual-

employer-
encounters/

Great set of recorded 
webinars showcasing 
what different careers 
involve.
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Predicted Grades

Predicted grades for use in applications are 
made in July, using all available information.

Trial Exams for Year 12:  June 15 – 19
2 exam papers per subject



Apprenticeships Employment

Art 
Foundation

Gap
years



Gap Years
https://www.ucas.com/discover/gap-years 

https://www.ucas.com/discover/gap-years
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https://www.ucas.com/discover/gap-years


https://independentgapadvice.org/ 

https://independentgapadvice.org/


Contact details for over 80 organisations offering gap year experiences 
available on the college network in Pupils Read Only > Sixth Form > Gap Years

Gap Years



When to apply?
• If you plan to take a gap year before going to university, it’s best to 

apply to university while in Year 13 and tell the university you want 
to defer the start by one year

• Try to have some idea of what you will do on your gap year by the 
time you apply to university (the university will want to know that 
you will not be wasting the year)

• You would usually then make the actual arrangements for your gap 
year during Year 13

• What to do now:  
Do some research to make a long-list of things you might like to do on 
a gap year, then find organisations that can help you to achieve it.



Most students who complete an Art Foundation 
course after Sixth Form do it with:

• Hertford Regional 
College (Ware)

• Cambridge 
Regional College

Art Foundation



https://hrc.ac.uk/ou
r-courses/level-3-
foundation-diploma-
in-art-and-design-
18-only/ 

Chance to 
visit 

them…
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https://www.camre.ac.uk/course/ual-
level-3-foundation-diploma-in-art--
design-post-18/MV1FDA/ 

Chances 
to visit 
them…
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When to apply?
• Most colleges accept applications for Art Foundation courses from 

around December of Year 13

• It’s best to apply before February in Year 13 to secure your place

• By then, you need to make sure you have a varied portfolio of art 
work to take along to the interview

• What to do now:  
There are only a small number of local colleges you might do an Art 
Foundation course at, so contact them all to find out the details.



Some of the possibilities …

Apprenticeships



Levels of apprenticeship

Intermediate … Level 2 
   (equivalent to GCSEs at C+ grade)

Advanced  … Level 3
   (equivalent to A-levels)

Higher …  Level 4
   (equivalent to 1st year of degree)

Degree …  Level 5-7
   (equivalent to a full degree)



+ / -  of apprenticeships

• Recognised qualification 
after 1 – 5 years

• Training free if 19 or under

• Earn while you learn 
(eg. National Grid pays  
       £19,800 starting salary)

• Over 90% of apprentices 
find employment on 
completion

• Minimum wage for 
apprentices is £7.55 / hour

• Variable quality of training

• Not a wide range of 
employers in the 
Buntingford area

Good Bad



When to apply?

• Apprenticeships with big firms often start in September and 
applications open up to a year in advance.

• Apprenticeships with smaller, local firms start year-round, and 
applications often open only a month or two before start date.

• What to do now:  
Look on companies’ websites to see when they will be opening 
for applications



How to find apprenticeships

www.unifrog.org

http://www.unifrog.org/


How to find apprenticeships

www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

This site will show most of the 
apprenticeships open for 
applications in the country.

You can register to receive 
alerts when a new 
apprenticeship opens in the 
field you want. 

http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


How to find apprenticeships

www.hopinto.co.uk 

This site only shows 
apprenticeships 
available in 
Hertfordshire

http://www.hopinto.co.uk/


How to find apprenticeships

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships 

UCAS has recently 
introduced an 
apprenticeship 
platform

http://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships


A-level AS level EPQ Cam Tech 
in Sport 

Cam Tech 
in Business or 

Health & 

Social Care 

UCAS points

Distinction * 84

Distinction 72
A* Distinction * 56
A Merit Distinction 48

B 40

C Merit 32

A* 28

D A Pass 24

A B 20

E B C Pass 16

C D 12

D 10

E 8

E 6

Many apprenticeships ask for a minimum number of UCAS points.  
How many UCAS points are your qualifications worth?



The following slides show a selection 
of employers in our local area that 

offer apprenticeships



Johnson Matthey

https://matthey.com/en/careers/apprentices

https://matthey.com/en/careers/apprentices


GlaxoSmithkline

Higher, Advance 
and Degree-level 
apprenticeships

https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/careers/early-careers/apprentice-programmes/ 
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Airbus

https://careermap.co.uk/airbus-apprenticeships-blog/
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Skanska

Skanska offers a mix of 
apprenticeships and traineeships

Traineeships are shorter (usually 
up to 6 months) and focus on 
providing hands-on experience 
and employability skills.

https://www.skanska.co.uk/about-
skanska/careers/early-careers/apprentices/
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https://careers.mercedes-benz.co.uk/early-careers 
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https://amazonapprenticeships.co.uk/our-programmes 
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Boots

www.boots.jobs/early-careers/ 

http://www.boots.jobs/early-careers/
http://www.boots.jobs/early-careers/
http://www.boots.jobs/early-careers/


KPMG

www.kpmgcareers.co.uk/apprentice 

http://www.kpmgcareers.co.uk/apprentice


Price Bailey

https://careers.pricebailey.co.uk/jobs/early-careers/ 
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NHS nursing
Trainee Nursing Apprenticeship

  leads on to 

   Nursing Degree Apprenticeship

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/study-and-
training/apprenticeships-traineeships-and-cadet-schemes
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https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/ 

Extensive list of apprenticeships with national companies on the 
college network, showing when they open for applications.
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Looking for inspiration?
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/ 

Long list of links to major 
UK apprenticeship 
providers.  

Each link takes you to a 
page with details about 
the apprenticeships the 
company offers. 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/


Application process for 
apprenticeships

• Almost all applications are online

• Application form (+ CV for some)

• Assessment centre

• Interview (often by phone or video)



Employment



+ / -  of employment

Good Bad

• Earning straight away
(minimum wage 
higher than for 
apprentices)

• Less commitment 
than apprenticeship

• Competing with candidates 
with more experience

• Lower earnings than 
workers with more 
qualifications?

• Not many big employers 
around here



Finding direct employment





When to apply?

• Most job vacancies are only advertised a short while in advance, so 
you probably won’t be able to sort things out as early as other 
students.

• If you have identified a local company you would like to work for, 
there is nothing to be lost by sending them a copy of your CV and a 
letter asking to be considered if they have any future vacancies.

• What to do now:  
Get your CV looking as good as it can be, by using the 
Unifrog CV-builder tool: www.unifrog.org/student/cv 

https://www.unifrog.org/student/cv


Application process for jobs

• Mostly CV + covering letter

• Interview likely

• Speculative applications?



Alternatives to 
university
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